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On Jan. 29 James and Dorothy Charron's 62-year marriage was blessed during a special ceremony at St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church in Altamonte Springs.

The very next day James Charron was dead. Even though Charron was 85, he didn't succumb to sickness or old age.

A red-light runner killed Charron. His untimely death was 100 percent preventable. He is just one of the 100 people who are doomed to be killed this year in Florida by careless and reckless drivers who run red lights.

The traffic-homicide report prepared by the Casselberry police tells the story. At about 3 p.m. Charron had the green light as he headed east on Winter Woods Boulevard, at State Road 436. Witnesses said a southbound car on 436 ran the red light and rammed the driver's side door of Charron's car.

The severity of the impact broke Charron's neck, ribs and pelvis. It collapsed his left lung and tore his aorta.

Police issued a red-light running ticket to Krystal Bliss, now 21, who was driving the car that killed Charron. She told officers that she was upset that her name appeared in a brief newspaper article regarding the crash. She also wanted to know if Charron suffered a heart attack right before the crash.

No evidence of a heart attack was found during the autopsy. Charron's medical condition had nothing to do with Bliss running the red light.

This case strikes very close to home for me. Charron, a Coast Guard veteran and a retired insurance executive, was the same age as my father.

In a recent e-mail, his daughter Dorothy Charron wrote: "Dad had a long, active life. He played golf in downtown Winter Park on the morning of the day he died. His health was excellent, so his family members were lulled into a sense of security about having him around for several more years. Now, instead of playing golf, he lies beneath the trees in Palm Cemetery, adjacent to the course."

A few hours before the crash, Dorothy Charron, who teaches at Valencia Community College, told me that her father came to her home to pick up her dog, Baby.

Charron took the dog, a 65-pound Labrador mix, back to his home in Winter Woods for lunchtime. He was bringing Baby back when the tragedy occurred. The crash was so severe that it ripped Baby's collar off. Yet Baby survived.

The crash tore James Charron away from his wife and three children. He also had nine grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Since he died, another great-grandchild was born, and one more great-grandchild is due next month.

Red-light running victims are real people. Just last week, I wrote about 9-year-old Kaylee Foll of Clermont. Kaylee was critically injured by a red-light runner in early April. She's still recovering.

Red-light runners endanger everyone, regardless of age or occupation. In March, the Tampa mayor's bodyguard, a police detective, was killed by a red-light runner. His death came right after he dropped off the mayor.

This is not a minor problem. Red-light running is a statewide epidemic. Other states have reduced this problem with automatic cameras that record the license tags of violators so police can send them tickets.

Strategically placing the cameras throughout the state will deter violators because they know there's a good chance they will get caught and receive a ticket.

Unfortunately, though, Florida law does not explicitly permit officials to use the cameras to issue red-light tickets. Recently, a few state lawmakers began fighting for the cameras, but shortsighted legislative leaders keep rebuffing those efforts.

Next time you're behind the wheel and the light turns green, think of James Charron or Kaylee Foll. What happened to them can happen to you.

David Porter can be reached at dporter@orlandosentinel.com, or at 407-420-5533.
